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‘WASHINGTON The Justice.. Depart-
‘ment said yesterday it would not prosecute‘
.\?CIA employees who took part in a secret:
i 'program of o mng overseas mail from 1953 )
110 1973555 % B LB "‘-5‘4’--’ B
. The department said that aftera lengthy.
investxgatlon it concluded that it is unhkély,
“convictions could: be’ .obtained ‘if: charges
ere brought._ ! T, '«ii’.;,g'
Under the 20—year ‘ail’ survezllance pro-
-.gram,’ -the.CIA ‘opened letters addressed:to
; thousands .of /Americans: from -such
" tries as the, Sovnet Union and China.. %]
In a lengthy report, the J ustice Departsi
nt acknowledged that the ‘mail openings"
: ‘would be unlawful if undertaken today., ol
R ‘.‘Nonetheless, the report said- there would
B - ’be no prosecutions because of the unavaila- 3
.'-:-‘bihty of important evidence'and the “State, f
f the law that prevailed du.nng the course.
£ the rhail openings program.”s\: ARSI
% - Thereport ‘said there was evidence “sug-
.. geSting " that: ‘President  Eisenhower had :
- knowledge of and approved" the program. r'
L Intervnews with senior officials of the ]
1.‘ Eisenhower Administration -recalled “that ]
“‘the mail opening program was dxscussed at
: Cabmet meetmgs, the report said. 'f T
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;g_It is not.clear, the report said, how much
. former Presidents J ohn F. Kennedy or Lyn."
!, don B. ‘Johnson knew about the project, als

ffxcra}s on sensmve CIA operations.‘.

; crxrmnal tnal it would; be unable to’ prove‘
r:'*that the CIA. emplo “wereacting wnt‘n-,
‘out presmential knowledge or approval. E
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"""““' The” department “sals ltsr ‘investigation |
e showed that'the CIA. fxrst momtored aver-
Mseas mail of IS’ cxtxzanstm I‘ebruary,-1933'
*when cenvelopes to.and from.the. Soviet
¥ U nion were photographed with the coopera.-q
- tion of the postal department. ‘ i'-’ cfivgve -

AR
,'Gradually the prograin expa.nded toin-]
"‘ ~clude’opening and reading first-class mall
¥.coming - through postal ‘facihtla m'New
‘Yorkatyf O gl VR e

L.,’Ju.addxtxon,to opemng
< City, the. report said, the CIA ran a West 1
...Coast operation -in- which more than’ 2100

+; pieces of mail from China were opened be-3
" tween 1969 and 1971. Any prosecution”s on ;]
€'that operation is barred by the statute of

llmxtatlons, the department smd ada

. *though both were briefed regularly.by CIA~,.
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